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To that end, VACRE has spent the better part of the last 20 years diligently working hard to 

influence legislation in Virginia’s General Assembly and the writing of regulations that result from 

the enactment of new laws.  Since the beginning, VACRE has been represented by a professional 

lobbyist who has worked tirelessly with our member groups to promote commercial real estate’s 

best interests. 

VACRE has been involved with many major legislative and regulatory initiatives over the years.  We 

count many accomplishments from these activities yet we find that we must remain ever diligent to 

continued attacks on the development industry and an erosion of real property rights. VACRE’s 

accomplishments and activities are many and varied yet fall under several major headings as follows: 

ransportation – Virtually all aspects of transportation as it relates to the commercial 

development industry have been considered by VACRE’s lobbyist and its members over the 

years.  For example, we have… 

 Supported increased transportation funding and a sustainable income stream at state and regional 

levels 

 Worked to improve access management regulations proposed and adopted by the Kaine 

administration 

 Reduced the scope of requirements for submission of traffic impact statements to VDOT as required 

by the (527) statutes adopted in 2006. Legislation supported by VACRE in 2011 eliminated these 

requirements for by-right development and requires VDOT to consider further revisions to these 

regulations as applicable to rezoning which must be effective by January 1, 2012. 

 Sponsored a transportation symposium while Mark Warner was Governor 

nvironmental – VACRE has worked hard to promote responsible development of Virginia 

lands. As developers, our businesses have consistently been attacked and our motives 

questioned by conservation groups.  To protect our industry and to preserve our environment, we 

have… 

 Worked toward developing responsible Chesapeake Bay regulations in the early 1990s 

 Influenced wetland statutes and regulations adopted in early 2000 

 Participated in the CBLAD/DCR revisions of the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act rules 

 Worked to oppose DCR’s proposed Stormwater Regulations (2008-2009) 

 Supported Legislative delay of the implementation of Stormwater regulations (2009-2010) 

 An appointed VACRE representative to Virginia Secretary of Natural Resources Stakeholder 

Advisory Group on Virginia’s Chesapeake Bay TMDL allocation and successfully lobbied to reduce 

the regulatory burdens imposed on the development community under Virginia’s Watershed 

Implementation Plan (WIP) (2010 – present) 

 Worked to ensure stormwater regulations being developed by the McDonnell Administration impose 

reasonable and cost-effective requirements on the development community (2010-present) 

 Successfully supported passage of legislation to impose a prohibition on the sale of maintenance 

fertilizers with phosphorus for residential uses to reduce the need to impose more costly best 

management practices on the development community under Virginia’s WIP (2011) 
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and Use and Growth Management – Through coalitions with other organizations and 

support of the Dillon Rule, VACRE has successfully influenced land use trends and growth 

management initiatives over the years.  We have … 

 

 Successfully opposed Adequate Public Facilities (APF) statutes (1997 – present) 

 Successfully opposed the expansion of Impact Fees (1997 – present) 

 Successfully opposed the elimination of Cash Proffers for commercial development 

 Lead the effort to adopt the Virginia Vested Rights statute 

 Obtained passage of legislation amending the Urban Development Area (UDA) statute to clarify 

density requirements 

 Successfully opposed legislation weakening the Dillon Rule 

 Successfully opposed Draconian changes to Virginia’s Eminent Domain Laws 

 Successfully opposed passage of a Constitutional Amendment on Eminent Domain (2007-2010) and 

will continue to fight final adoption of such a resolution by the General Assembly in 2012 

axation – VACRE has worked hard to protect the commercial real estate industry from 

overly burdensome taxation policies.  We have… 

 Participated in an effort leading to Title Insurance Rate Reform 

 Successfully opposed taxation of services by Virginia at the state level 

 Successfully opposed Homestead Exemption legislation essentially exempting a percentage of 

residential real estate value from real estate taxation 

 Successfully opposed the bifurcation of the real estate tax rate between residential and commercial 

properties 

artners – VACRE has worked in concert with many other organizations in the 

Commonwealth of Virginia since its inception.  We continue to have an excellent working 

relationship with the Home Builders Association of Virginia (HBAV), the Virginia Association of 

Realtors and the Chambers of Commerce.  Most recently VACRE was a signatory to Governor Bob 

McDonnell’s transportation funding plan with 25 other organizations in Virginia.   

VACRE has gained the reputation in Virginia that we provide leadership and a responsible view 

toward commercial real estate development. VACRE continues to partner with like-minded 

organizations and will continue to keep its mission in mind - to support, educate and affect 

legislative initiatives that enhance commercial real estate in the Commonwealth of Virginia.  
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